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Fugitive Receives 35 Years for Kidnapping Girlfriend

June 1, 2022
Bryan, TX — On May 26, 2022, the 85th District Court Jury assessed punishment for
Ben Arevalo, I1I at 35 years in prison for the offense of Aggravated Kidnapping. The
85th jury convicted him on Wednesday of the same offense. Judge Hawthorne
delayed sentencing in the case because the defendant failed to appear at his trial after
leaving court on Tuesday afternoon.

In the early morning hours of November 4, 2019, Bryan Police received a call from
a frantic convenience store clerk who reported that a Hispanic female had run into
the store and yelled for the clerk to call 911. Immediately after entering the store, a
Hispanic male followed the victim into the store, dragged her out of the store and
forced her into a waiting vehicle. The vehicle then fled the scene. Bryan Police
officers responded to the store, reviewed the surveillance video, and confirmed that
an active kidnapping had taken place.

Shortly afterwards, Bryan Police received a call from the victim’s coworker
informing the police that the victim had not shown up to work. The coworker
reported that she had called the victim because of her absence. However, the victim’s
phone was answered by the defendant, the victim’s ex-boyfriend. The coworker
overheard a struggle and the victim yelling for the defendant to get off of her. The
coworker told police that the defendant had recently been stalking the victim and,
based on what the coworker overheard, she believed the victim had been kidnapped.
The coworker called back to 911 shortly afterwards to report that she had just
received a text from the victim that the defendant had kidnapped her and that he had
a gun.

Bryan Police, Brazos County Sheriff’s Office, Brazos County Constables, and other
local law enforcement agencies began actively looking for the victim after the first
call. Law enforcement also began an emergency ping on the victim’s phone in an
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effort to determine her location. Using the ping, Brazos County Sheriff’s Office
Deputies stopped the defendant on Highway 21 and rescued the victim. Sherift’s
deputies also recovered a firearm in the vehicle. After his arrest, the defendant told
jail staff at the Brazos County Jail that he regretted not killing both himself and the
victim.

In an interview with the Bryan Police Department, the defendant admitted he had
hidden outside the victim’s residence and waited for her to leave for work. The
defendant then admitted that he pointed a firearm at the victim and kidnapped her in
order to force her to watch as he killed himself.

The victim testified at trial that the defendant had stalked her for weeks after their
breakup earlier that fall. She further stated that the defendant had made threats
towards her in the days leading up to the kidnapping.

Prosecutors presented evidence that the defendant was on probation at the time of
the kidnapping for first-degree drug charges related to his role in Roy Arevalo’s drug
trafficking organization. Prosecutors called witnesses who testified about the large
amount of narcotics that were brought into the community by the defendant to be
sold to other drug dealers. In addition to his new charges, Judge Hawthorne revoked
the defendant’s probation, and indicated that his sentence would be the maximum
ten years once he is located and arrested.

The defendant was out on bail and did not appear after the second day of his trial.
The trial continued in the defendant’s absence. As of this time, a warrant has been
issued for the defendant’s arrest and the defendant remains a fugitive.

This case was prosecuted by Assistant District Attorney Jessica Escue and Jennifer
Hebert.
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“Leaving an abusive relationship often sounds easy, but victims
often face stalking, continued abuse, and even threats to their life.
This victim’s courage, quick-thinking, and the resources of law
enforcement will ensure that this defendant is brought to justice.”

—Assistant District Attorneys Jessica Escue & Jennifer
Hebert.
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